Megan Matulewicz
Essential Question:

Why did whiteAmericandeelthat it was acceptable to keep Africans and Native Americans as slaves?
How would you argue with their reasoning?

New Hampshire C3 Standasdddressed:

D2.His.3.6-8. Use questions generated about individuals and groups to analyze why they, and the developments they
shaped, are seen as historically significant.

D2.His.4.6-8. Analyze multiple factors that influenced the perspectives of people during different historical eras.
D2.His.5.6-8. Explain how and why perspectives of people have changed over time.

D2.His.6.6-8. Anal yze how peoplebs perspectives influenced what
they created.

Overview:

Slavery is a difficult and unpleasant paf American history. People often feel uncomfortable studying
or even discussing it. In order to understand why slavery existed and persisted in America, one must
understand the perspectives and arguments of that time.

Introduction:
Write on the board Why did people keep slaves?
Procedure:

1. Students write the prompt in their notebooks and then divide the remaining page into 4
sections. Draw the table onéhboard to support student notaking.

Economic Social

Religious Other

2. Studentsspenda few minutes writing in their notebooks and share responses.

3. Accept reasonable responses and writerthon the board under the appropriate categories

info



4. Explain that to understand why slayeexisted for as long as it dstudents will look at primary
source documents that show how slaves were treated and why people kept them.
5. Divide the class into §roups and assign each a reading selection. Each group should refer back
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document to find reasons why individuals and communities supported slavery. Each group
shouldfill notes into their individual notebooks and choossepeaker to report back to the class.
Reading should be dded as followgNote: multiple passages can be divided and used to create
more groups)
a. Group 1: John Thaxt@To Keep an Indian Bognd 6Emmanuel Downing to John
Winthropg
b. Group 2:Stephen HopkingTo Keep a Negro Woman | yaRumission of Saint Jagjo
Goup 3: HiringOutleg 6 A 2F K t NAYOS FNRY W2yl GKFyYy | aKf S
d. Group 4:Rev. Cotton MathetA Good Master Well Served: A Brief on the Necessary
Puritan 1696 Properties and Practices of a Good Servant, in Every Kind of Sérvitude
e. Group 5: Auctiormccountsrom August 24, 1676
6. After groups complete their reading, easpeakerreports their findings to the whole class.
Students fill in more information as each group presents.
7. Group Discussion:tuiglents should share what they think about tharious reasons people kept
slaves and how they justified it to themselves. Discuss how and why slavery ended.

o

Assessment:

Option 1: Exit Ticketf you lived in the 1700s and had the money to purchase a slave, do you think you
would have done it? If yesvhy would you have done it? If no, what would you have said to your
neighbors to argue why it was not ok to keep slaves?

Option 2: Debate gudents must assume the roles of"18entury New England colonists. Divide class
into 2 teams. Each team mysrepare to debate at a mock town meeting whether to keep or ban
slavery in their community.

Option 3 From the perspective of an &entury colonist, write a persuasive essay arguing against the
hypocrisy of New England slave ownershijud&nts mustanalyze the moraand legal argumeist
supporting slavery and argue why their argument is hypocritical and amoral.
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GTo Keep an Indian B6Yext Transcript

To the Honorable Governor and Council now sitting in Boston

January 11%, 1676
The Petition of John Thaxter of Hingham—

Humbly Showeth that your Petitioner & Sone namely Tho. Thaxter went out in the
service of the Country lately under the comand of Capt. Benj. Church to Martins
Vinyard, and Landrip Island & adjacent where they took many captives, and brought
them to Plimoth, and Capt. Church gave to your petitioner & said sone an Indian boy of
about nine years old. And the Select Men for the sd towne of Hingham having made an
order that no inhabitants shall ceepe [keep] any Indian in his family under penalty per:
your Petitioner feares he shall meet with troubles in ceepeing the said boy and hopeing
that his Entertaineing the said boy will be no wayes prejudicial to the Publique but in
time greatly benificiall to his famaly.

Your Petitioner therefore humbly requests the favor of your Honors to grant him an
order where by he may entertain and ceepe the said Indian boy in his family as a Servant
without molestation from the said Select men or their orders so shall he pray for your
Honors as in duty he is bound.

John Thaxter



EmmanuéDowningto John Winthop

EMMANUEL DOWNING TO JOHN WINTHROP?
To kis exer honored brother John Winthrop esgr. at Boston

Siz, | hartylye thanke you for your kynde Jettre and the newes therein,

A warr with the Narraganset is verie considerable to this plantation, For 1
doubt whither yt be not synne in vs hauing power in our hands to suflcr them
to maynteyne the wo[rshi]p of the devill, which their Paw wawes often dee:
alie, If vpon a Just warre the Jord should deliver them into our hands, wee
might easily haue men woemen and Children enough to exchange for Moores,
which wilbe more gaynefull pilladge for vs then wee conceive, for 1 doe not
see how wee can thrive vantill wee gett into a stock of slaves suffitient to doc all
our buisines, for our Childrens Children will hurdly see this great Continent
filled with peaple, soe that our servants will still desire freedome to plant for
them selves, and not stay but for verie great wages. And I suppose you know
veric well bow wee shall maynteyne 20 Moores cheaper then one Englishe
servant,

The ships that shall bring Moores may come home laden with salt which
may beare most of the chardge, if not all of yt. But I marvayle Conecticott

! Roger Garde was the Recordor of the Province of Maine,
W, 2. 53: ¢ Gllactions, v1, 6453,



Stephen HopkingdTo Keep a Negro Womén

To the Monthly Meeting of Friends to be held at Smithfield ye 23" of the 1 Month 1773

Agreable to the appointment of Last Monthly Meeting we have Visited and Laboured
with Stephen Hopkins for the freedom of a negro Woman Which he holds in A State of
Bondage and he Appeared in an affable Disposition but Continued to the last of our
Discoursing with him About it to Justify his holding her in Said State of Bondage by
reason he Said She had Children that needed the immediate Care of a Mother and he
looked upon it to be his Duty to Keep her to nurse and bring them up and Said if he lived
to See the time that She Should have No Children that Needed the Immediate Care of A
Mother he had no objection to Seting her free and Desired that Friends Would not Act
hastily About it.

Thomas Steere

Samuel Lothard

William Buffum

Oziel Wilkinson
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oManumission of Saint Jagdext transcript

Transcript
MKnow all men by these presents th
of Providence Esquire, taking into Consideration the State and Circumstan
certain Negro Man Named Saint Jago, who hath lived with me in the Qual
Servant, oiSlave, from his infancy till now; that he is about Thirty Three year,
And calling to mind that, he has always been a very Honest and faithful serv
[that he is duly qualified to provide for, and take care of himself, ina S
Freedom. Butprincipally, and most of all finding, that the merciful and benef
goodness of Almighty God; by the blessed Gospel of Jesus Christ our Lord:
[the blessed Spirit taught all, who honestly obey its Divine Dictates, that, the
any of his raibnal Creatures in Bondage, who are capable of taking care o
[providing for themselves in a State of Freedom: is, altogather inconsistent
Holy and Righteous Will. For these reasons; the last of which is only prevale
said Stephen Hoptks do, Manumit, set Free, and discharge, the said Saint Jag
[by these presents do, freely, fully, and absolutely, for my self, my Heirs, Ex
Administrators, and assigns, manumit, set free, and discharge, him the s
Jago: from every kithof Bondage, Servitude, or dependance vgoater. In Witne
whereof, | have unto set my Hand and Seal, tH& D&y of the Tenth Month call
October Anno Dom 17

Signed Sealed and duly executed in presence of
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1757

May 15
May 16
18
June 9
June 10
June 11

June 15

June 24
June 25
June 30

July 1

Abijah Negro Debt Decem. 1756

to a yoke of Cattle 1 day

Feb to %2 a days thrashing for Lt Field

to Titus & Cato 1 day dressing flax

to Titus & Cato thrashing 1 day for Shelden
to TitusDay Cutting wood

to Titus 3 days Sugaring

to Cato & 3 Cattle a Day

to Cato & a Horse a Day

to Cato plowing a day

to Titus & Cato to How & a horse to harrow
to Titus & Cato tdHow & a horse to harrow
to Cato & Horse to How & Harrow

to Cato a day to How

Due to me on ballance
debtor to Titus days Howing
to Cato a days Houghing

to Titus & Cato ¥z a days Houghing

0100

1100

1100

0150

1100

1100

0150

1100

1100

0150
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http://www.memorialhall.mass.edu/collection/itempage.jsp?itemid=6303&level=advanced&transcription=1&img=5
http://www.memorialhall.mass.edu/collection/itempage.jsp?itemid=6303&level=advanced&transcription=1&img=5

to Titus & Catos Howing

July 29 1
to Catos pulling flax
August 1 0
to Titus Mowing a day
August 4 1
to Titus ¥2 day mowing
Septem 4 0
6
to half a day Titus Cutting Stalks
Sept. 8 0
- to Cato mowing & raking up stalks 0
20 to Titus mowing for Shelden til 2 of Clock 0
" to Cato & the Team to fetch hay from Pasture land 0
to Catos fetching a load of Corn flour N. Fort
Oct 6 0
10 to Cato & the team tdoring in Stalks L
10
to Titus Draining a day
Oct. 18 1
a1 to Titus thrashing a day for W Hawks 0
to a Team to fetch wood
Nov 22 0
- -
Decem. 27 to Titus ¥ day killing hoggs 0
to CatosDressing flax begin at 10 Clock
March 24 0
. to Wood
april 7 0
Catos plowing
15

Credit 1757 Februar

10

15

17

10

12

12

10
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15

12

12

15

12
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March

April 19

April 26

May

June 1757

June 8

June 9
June 16 & 17

June 18

June 20

June 22

May 18

June24-

June 30

July 9

July 12

July

August 2

Sept 17

to 1 days work dressing flax & Cutting wood
to 3 days work at the falls

to 1 Day fencing

to a Day at fencing

to 3 days work at Falls

to %2 a day on side hill & a whole day

to a days Howing

to a days Howing

to Cutting bushes
to a dayshoughing

to %2 a days work up the hill
to a days Howing
to Catos plowing a day

Dueto-me-atBallanc€arrieded to page 41

Credit to 2 hours work mending fence [tbéginal amount was 3-9]

to a days work at the falls mowing
to a days work making hay at the falls

to 2 days reaping & 1 takeing up rye

to pulling flax 15/3 to pulling flax 20/

[only adds up with the original Credit amoul

to mowing at the falls

1o

13

15

10

15

15

15

15

10

15

10

18

15

6 16

1o
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Oct. 12to0 13

Decem. 6

June 17

July 22

1758

August 13

to Sowing rye & Cutting Stalks

to Digging a day at the Hill
to Burning Brush a Day

to Houghinga day at the plain

to a Days reaping

Reconed with Abijah prince
& Duetome O. T.

Some wood drew off the hill omitted

Debtor to 3 " of Wool Lusey has 29/ Credit to Spinning 16 & 1/2 uses 37/6

to 2" of Greese 5/

to 7° & ¥4 of N cal? 7/
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